
FAST FACTS

The House
Our House is an anchor for families, usually for many months. It offers:

 •  A comfortable room with a private bath. 

 •  An instant support system of other families staying at the House,   

    dedicated staff members and community volunteers.

 •  A communal kitchen, dining facilities, pantry and laundry room.

 •  Close proximity to Seattle Children’s.

 •  House activities including meals, movies, arts & crafts and local outings.

“The House provides so much support in so 
many ways that we consider it an important part 

of  Marcus’ treatment.”
              — Marcus’ mom

MORE INFO 

     (206) 838-0617 - Development              
     (206) 838-0624 - Public Relations  
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Our Families
When families come to us, they have recently 

learned that their child is seriously ill.   They 

have traveled at least 45 miles. They arrive 

with huge concerns and questions.  How 

long will treatment last?  Will my child 

survive?  Where will I live in Seattle?  How 

will I pay for everything?  We don’t have all the answers but we can 

provide them with a safe, comfortable and affordable place to stay 

during a difficult time.

•	 Founded in 1983, the Seattle Ronald 
McDonald House is the second largest 
House in the world and includes10 
dedicated pediatric bone marrow 
transplant apartments.

•  Only one  in five families is  able to fully 
pay our $25 nightly fee. However, no family 
is ever turned away because they cannot 
pay.  The actual cost of a night’s stay is $80.

•  About half of the families who stay at the 
House have a child battling cancer.

•  About half of the children who stay here are 
under age 5;  about a fourth are between 
6-12, and a fourth are  teens.

•  More than half of the families who stay at 
the House are on Medicaid.

•  In 2008, the House provided more than 
28,000 nights of housing. Our families 
come primarily from Washington, Alaska, 
Montana and Idaho.

•  The House can accommodate 80 families 
each night. 

•  RMHC also operates a van service for 
families staying in Anchorage while their 
children receive medical care.  

 

More than a place to stay ...

Ronald McDonald House Charities  
of Western Washington & Alaska

More than 80 percent of our funding comes from the community with local

 McDonald’s providing between 15 percent and 20 percent.  

Ronald McDonald House Charities (RMHC) of 

Western Washington & Alaska operates the 

Seattle Ronald McDonald House, which 

provides a caring “home-away-from-home” 

for families of seriously ill children who are 

receiving treatment at Seattle Children’s. 
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